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ORED by Her Compulsory Sea Voyage, She

Encounters Many Tribalations on Exploring the
Smart Shops, and All Her Costly Travelling Must Be
Done on a Limited Expense Account.

Conyright, 1911, by (he Wew Yok Herald Os, ALl rights rr--rr-rlj

FFERED n position with a fat salary, a

inrge measure of Independence, smart cos-

tumes from abroad and ocean voyages to
soften the grind of work, what woman eager to
earn a lving would refuse itf The great de-
partment stores have such places for shrewd,
urbane women whom they omploy as buyers;
yvet the work, with all its pleasurable features,
has varlous drawbacks also. Barbara Deering,
who Is thoroughly conversant with ths sub-
ject, here presents a complete and entertalning
story of the woman buyer, with whom gho
takes the reader from a New York store, across
the ocean, through the forelgri marta of fash-
fen and back agaln to prove the wisdom of her
purchases in the actual test of a season's sales
e— e
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BY BARBARA DEERING.
ingulred a

i Buropean bound steamer

O you sce Lhat woman ¥ paR-

aenger alwaed

o sinolher nx they lonoged In thelr stenmer

halrs, comminting v those who passed

them In the deck promennile “Bhw s a

pliyer for a hig shop in New York 'wice n vear she
goes abrond Lo purchuse wilinery for her Arm My
stewardess ssld mi

“tWlat a fortunale w A t hin of arls
aprend before her and the privilege of buying wihat
she will!"

e woman buyer pays smoll heed to he fellow
Pl roers ar wh hrugiresston sl tlcés upon than
=i o weary from the perfog of a4 thousnud
detali hat pressed dpon her ol hie sulilng mo-
[ AT & tntoer 1 | { nd I - =1

il ¥ LN g gith o mieet the nands
thint e befure her.  Maoreover, ot ir el |
- or HET T nore than the =db-
z e edevnted arip that <he talies dally il from
I uslonoess, o ] f ernee thit for a
few day o ls L off Trom the anxis 8 tlal Lesel
hssr s linre

Ahove saveryviblng elsp ahe desires o s et nlone
1t xhie rotuses herself from the lethnegy of Goilgae she
b« preoceupled with pians conneetisd with her basiness
Shy 1% nocemmuticative because she = Hitle accuas-
toned Lo talklngdnything but shog. and she surel

ot Tudk shop with the casunl traveller with whom she

i» thrown. Noelther the man who ks willling to vory
the botirs ot sen with a Hede Niretlon ner the wounn
who is cupious concerilng one of ber sex who appears
to b prosperons and detached and yet perfectly

proper ¥ able to draw ont the woman buyer during
her six davs of Interregnuin

Hefore =he conld feave reports on the condition of
her stock el to e m wde, futuee plans outliped aiwl,
mast lmportant of all, she had to formuinte the pollcy

in her ebsence,

1o be folluwe
To the merchondlse map she stnted her plivns. Over
her exact puwounl of
T
genes”
sl §
berselfl «
ment and she Uves in constant fear of purchases n

slgmature she  signified the
redl her assistunts to spend for
This awmonunt
r she has a firm bellef that te one excepting

for liwe diepart

she o ‘emer

e ke wns necessarily

it seliet salnble merehandise

cumulating beyond contral.

“She nlso furuished the merchandise man wiith fig-
ex{ecial
her

ures represcuting the amount of sales she
WY,

the deparfment to make while she was
ealetlntions Lelng In oxeeas of the sales of the =amn
peclko] of the yenr before. If the reported sales dur-
ing her shsence do not tally with those she Jeft a8 o
guldance, the asslstants will be summoned before the
explandiions will be de-

merchamdlse wan, wber

munded but no exeuses accepled.

Tendering Her Figures.

Thien came the forelgn merchandlse mnn, to whom
she sobmitted her calculations. o him she tendered
figures showing her foralgn purchases of the previous
year, and she placed At bls dsposul hooks proviog
Just how much of her purchuses she hod sold wod ot
what profit As the results had satisfactory
and ns the money snent o the forelgn market had
proved a good Investioent, shie was Informed thot
she could place orders for a ke amount for the next
B sall,

The alm of the foreizn man 1s o Incroase Lhe vol
ume of business snd encournge relutlous betwien the
Ameriean buyer and the forelgn manufacturer. He is
an enthusiastic Individusl always ready to unfold
some plau whereby It will be possible for the womun
buyer to duplicate her purchinses of Lthe seasol before
at smaller cost. He 18 constantly In communication
with small wanofactrrers I the remote corners of
Europe nud will ndvise trips to hitherto unknown
lauds with the nonchalance of one suggestlig o forry
trip ncross the North Hiver.

He wlil send ber to Berlia for flowers suad Vienoa
for wings, to Dublin and adjoining villages for Irksh
Inces, to Lyons for velliug and chiffons, to Ttaly for
legliorn hats nud straw bralds. In fuer, be regands the

Lis=ni

" WO buyer as a ferret 1o penetrate Into the amallest

corners of the world and dig out elusive merchandise
St Petersburg would he considered slmply o little
Jaunt If a Cossack turban were waltlng there to bring
fame nnd fortume to the millinery departwient and to
the forelgn otfice, nlware on the alert to elulng ity shure
of credit.

When all matters pertaining to her Journey hiad hoen
Alscussed she was given her ticket, her personal ex-
pense book anil some rmoney

Her expense book I8 of greatest importanee—itad Ler-
sell. Bhould she forget to Jot down In jt o rallrond
fare or overlook & cab ride 1t will be churged to her
personally.

Om the Inslde cover of the Uttle book which she re-
celvos for Lhis purpose 1s printed the sxodt amount n)-
lowed ber for each day, and onder no cleenmstances
Is sbe 10 overstep the Hmie,

For ler room she Is allowsd twe dollacs o day. If
sho reaches a hotel during a gala seoson nud finds it
crowded. with prices doublied and vaoms wt it prewiui,
it menns that she must draw upon ek own resources.
and the differetce hetween the two dullare tllownnee
and the real cost must be eharged 1o herself.

For her menls ber firm sllows four dollars a dar.
This seems princely at a glance, but ¢losepr !nrmtln_:.a-
ton will show thnt the amovut Is insutfiolent. A din-
ner on a Continental express i3 servad ut a fixed price
and with an accompanying tip. A rushed Trenk fust

calls for additlons] fees nod a williug army of wilteps,
valets, mukds und conclerge do not“bow Ler fo one's
taxl for nothing. Suck delicucles as water, buttor, {oe
and table sorvice necessitate further eutiay, white nf.
jleTooon Leds, tickets for the theatrs and nn ocenstonal
=it to the Palads de Gides must coma nndes the fewd.

Ing of “menls,” These places muost he visited o see
Dinme Fashlon

One dallar and a half o dax Is allowed for ealy fares,
found without

With thelr aid do!

Strnge and Btrasses oannot b
the nld of n cocher oy
lars iy ke chall hefore the wind

cloaning and pressing are not allowed for

rucs
chauffenar

Lanndry

What Manner of Hats Is the Sma-t Woman of Paris Wearing To-Day and What Will Be

Warn
In the ecxponse book, and clothes wlll muss hopd
wirinkle i trunks
the wdvertlsing clilef she was eqonlly hum-

bl 1 have selected dags for prellminary openings”

she sald, “and my ndy e ta nre In rendiness, My

! |.mi- have them

fd Wil bring then fo you edc by
in due ime The arlvles T winh o advortise will
awnlt your lospec-tion Will yon please plave oy ad-

vertiscments #fiectivaly al

wit il thew as you gen-
erally do while 1 am away ?
At Inst

the The faot

the woman buyer salls on a fast bout glves the mpres

diy Tor sslblog arrived thnt

sion that she travels (ke a princess, Iolliug o o Seop
tous stnteroon, the entice stall of the abip sl lLer
Not =0
In ot oo obtadned by Ber firi ot the minfmam rate
That 1s wll they will stand for. So,

comfortalily

comtnand to do her Mdding She s gquartered

mitend of hewng

sottled Iy o rpgnl saite on the

promennde deck, she oocuples an inslde eabin on the

upper

minin deck, where the ouly Hght ‘or ventilation s fur-
nished from Lhe engine rootu,. This Ik gulte o hoodl-
e for the woman buyer, who plans to arrive In Parls

refreshed aod Invigorated by the occan voyage

Elusive rest! Often it will not cows.  From her
cabin to the deck she ind baek azaln Honrs
drng and the doys seem endless.  The voyage boe
comes a tormenl which she loogs to have emded

Floally, the boat reuclies port and she Is off on the
first traln for her beloved Parls,

She poes immediately to her hotel, where her ten
she

18 occnpled i

frane roow awalts her s wiredl ahend of g,

sojourns. in
Parls for many years she knows thatsdr will e re-

and as she h duriog her
sery el

It Ix n nlee lttle room, almeost a palnce compared
with her eabiu on the bont, but when she gnzes from
upon e Tullerles
buyer's window
should, but upon & narrow back passage way-and a

coverad coart yard

the window her glancs rests oot

us one would lmagione o wolnao

IT it is night when she srrives, she fiust, perfores,
rest; but IF IC s st dayllehl, nothiog can Keep her
In. She most go—go up to the Palals de Glace
or down o Rumpelmayer's for tea, or she iy
stopy for o moment ot the Rits for a walk through the
crowided halls. A vislt th any of these places does
much to answer the questlon she ls o Paris to solve,
What manner of hots s the smart woman of Parls
weiring toduy and what will be worn to-morrow.

In ber stenmer hat ond travelling gown she ex-
periences the sensation of being badly gowned and
Eroomed This will pever do! Her personal agp-
pearance Is as mnch of an nssot as her sbllity to buy.
She muost novor appetr at o disndvantage.  In Papls
she secures the menns; ot home ghe nchléeves resulta
Her appearance on the showroom floor after n trip
to Parls Is of oven wore lutervst Lo

KO-

the customers
than the hats she lmports, and quite as wany women
topy ber gowns and colffure us purchase willinery.
At the Paluls de Glace the fatigue of her vy ge
lesves her us the skaters glide by. !
Can such a changs be pwssible?

Greatl Hedvens!
Eats and gowns o
even the way of wearing the balr has undergone a
complete metsmorplosts
k0 flckle or so croe

Wis ever Dame Fasbion
Here Is the woman buyer in
Parls buving left it but three short months before,
She reports at the Parls offico of hor firm edrly on
the moraing fllowing ber arelval and nrranges for
Aaome of the small munufactuorers to biring In thelr
“staple Hoe=" In the Pavis offite afairs move alowly
Ier regquest (s politely lstenced to and done note mode
oL It Finally letters ure sent to those whon she de-
shres to meet.  Thse munufacturers in turn send baclk
# flowery worded eplstle thanklne ber and expross-
Ingy deepest gratitgde nt ber willlngness to st

thelr samples, but change the ilny she has =2t 10 ong
wore convenlenl to themselves

Bhe gota to Armenonyille In the mornings.  Mime.
Letellier, a noted heauty sl 4 wonderfol Eruess
trienne, wil e there at dejouncr 1w owill wes
Mudame's pew rldlog hat. She jolns the fashionnble

“hrong strolling throngh the Avenue des Acacins, fop
It s hore that the smart Purislenne takes her wmornlug

To-Morrow?

anstitutional. Correct wilking attire from head to

A vislt 1o TU

<« holl

Diavid gives her s peep ut Yronne
Baronue deBRothsclifld as sho Is Lelng
Lowis swill b

Reer rucks s bralns and dis-

de Bir Ly or the

fgtted for gowns deslpgning a hat for

Midame Slimonne, while

tracts his workrooms so that Polaire shall bhe pleasad
Foe0TRette hints l'l"!‘h'-‘- und Georges colifes 3

duechess. Az the Ritz the wealthiest and most ni=dich

Amerlean and English smen pour ten for their Con

tinental frionds ench mfté‘n-mn it five o'clock.

RIALS OF THE WOMAN BUYER ABROAD

llngerle myer of A Boston sliop, 4 neckwenr womnn
from Chloags, a buyer of cheap Jewelry from Clilengo,
and Philadelphia Is roprosented by young women wha
are hnthoritles on | s and trbmmings.  Thes
hold ponference and spend preclous hours that shonkd

el

L reserved for beauty sleep In discus<ion of merchnn-
They make comparisons e
gording the dlsposing of the snme artleles In the alf-
ferent cities of the United States nod tell nmusing
niecilotes aboutl “sure sellers’” thit are stlll In stock.
Thes Answer each other In matiers
pertiining to commereln) transactlons lnvolving thou-
gands of dollnrs.

dlse and Jts problems

nrgue with and

After shie ling heen In Parls A week or sa she Is
equlpped for her work ns a shrewid nnd discriminating
Marls oMice ghe goes aenin and
finds an Amerlean atmosphere (o the place. In each
of the dlngy 1ttle rooms slts o bayer feom Her Arm At

buyer Down to the

home lnoking over the line In'which he or she 15 Inter-
exted burer exnnfines
from

In onother room the luce buyer Is obliv]-

In one room the ypholstery

eretons, draperles and damasks, bhung in lhes
the colling
ous of all vlse but the priceless mnsses put forth for
his approval; the neckwenr woman fingers jnbots and
marnhons, the lingerle buyer in hidden bebind snows
[ies of sheer cambnles from which here and there

dalnty blue and plok cibhons peep.

The womnan buyer removes her new chapean nnd
Immaculate white gloves apd «its Intent on making
A proper selection of *“fancy bands’ Not much Inspl-
ratlon In them, edpecinlly ns she Ix anxlons to gparc to
the tide of millinery, but as “fancy
bands” constitute the brend and butter poart of the mil-
lpery business and are highly locrative they must re-
celve gonslderation. A “fancy band,” as the name
In the muking of bhonoets
although frequently
employed in the trimming of hats for those customers
wlio come unider the heading of “country trade”™ 1L ls
merely g question of welglit, desizn and quantity, and

more artistic

implies, Is a golloon used

and toques for elderly women,

the woman boyer ls relleved when the selection (%

cotmpleted

“French Mourning Millinery.”

Next comes the “cheap mournlng” milliners. This
class of beadgear seldom changes in style. It 18 made
by the gross In the homes of widows or other French
women and purchased by the womnn buyver In gquan-
titles for a treifle
one of these hats, which will sell in Amerles under

Six to elght fraucs Is the price of

the suphonlous nama of “French mourning millinery”
They are similar o style and mate-
rinl from year to yesr, at least to the experlenced

for &5 to £5 each
eye, but to the customer who sees them displayed In
thelr enses ln America and labelled “Newest Imporia
tlona™ they are very differest from anything shown
previonsly

Other Jtems of Importance are feathers and Aowers,
nnd fancy povelties, such as hatplns
and These are also “bread and butter”
articles, requiring skill In thelr selectlon. The vexing
question regarding them arlses, Wil B be wilie to

wings, quilis

OrnRments

plunge on Nowers when It may be o wing season? Or,
debough ostrich feathers miy loak very good, will
thwy be tnboocd Inter on In favor of some other trim-

The woman buyer visits the Lig millinery establish-

The Woman Buyer Visits the Big Millinery Establishments.

After six o'elock a different cluss of women hos
free refgn ot the Palaly de Glace and It 15 as lmpor-
tant to kuow whnt I'Iu-,' nre wearing a8 to study the
more exeluslve set, for nine times out of ten they ute
hanrblngers of thinse fusllons which become populiar as
well as fushlonable, and this popularity extends to
Aporvics Iuodue tigle.

The fArst womnn buxer arrlving o 'aris must bestlr
hiorself to b In rendiness to npswer questions put to
ber by other bnvers as thoy arrive, each In sennh of
the fashlons n ber line,

There come the corset buyer from her own store, the

ments with a view to finding a Key to this puzzle, hat
they are as mystified a8 berself.

Because Georgette shows hats  with  enormous
plumes and Snzanne Talbor bats with no plumes at
all does not slgnify tbat It wonld be wike 20 Tfollow
elther, when the doubtful situation {s made more com
plex by a tremendous cloche from the establishinent
ol Mgrie Loulse, while the Iteboux collectlon couslsts
entirely of close fitting turbans—then the woman

buoyer must abm to duplicate materials which bave been
used by the leading modlstes

she visits atellers where familles for generations
bave wade oue particnlar style of violet. She has

———
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soen the violet on n Crozet hat, and as she (mMendy
buying the model lnter on she must bave the sang

violets.

A certain moss rose, made only by one old womag
in the whole of Parls, must be sought out, Marly
Guy Is running It It 18 wade In hundreds of shades,
and the woman buyer must be careful to select only
thoss colorings which will appeal to the Ameriean
tuste, Orpehids, llies of the valley aud gardenias ars
ahtained In the same manbper

I denling with the French manufacturer she cop.
fronts entirely different methods of dolng business
from the American. In Amerlea the manufacturer s g
merchant: in Parls hels an artlst. The Amertcan will
become overstocked and be 15 In constant fear that he
will be caunght at the end of o seasaon with a large
stock which must be sacrificed.
business and will meet the buyer hall way
cut prices and encourage special sales

In Parts, where every nrtlele 18 made by hand and
where the demand Is grenter than the supply. it is the
other way, It ls the buyer who begs that the order

shie places be filled and shilpped to her s

She may slt patlently all morniig In a close aml
bady ventilated room, Inoking at <amples and mnking

selectlons, only to find when she I= ready to place her
order that the goolds ennnot be delivered at the glven
time and that bher entire worning's work has hween
wisted; or, what Is more Hkely, he will send her NWny
happy. vowlng to il ber order IT he mmust neglect every
other cllent.  Yet his merchundise will never arrve,
owing to the fact that he has too many omlers or that
some one following her had offerad n higher price

The woman buver must tnke these cancellntions Into
consideration, amd to discount such a possible dsgpstor

must overhuy. When sbe does this she stunds in
danger of belng summoned to the merchandise otljes
when she gets buck to Amerlea, for If her lustroctlons
have been to spend SIS0 and Involees arrive for
£10.000 arguments will be noavalling and the onls
wny she enn escape trouble §s to dispose of every dpl-
Inr*s wortlh of purchsses before the werchandlse offfce
has time to call on her for an accountlong of her fme
portations,

Buying French models I pot off untll the last mo
ment, for each duy newer millinery Is appearing. and
the lntest 1= always the hest. This I the part of buy-
ing thut she renlly loves, for the original creations,
friesh from the designers, appeal by reason of thelr
daring 1t |8 amuosing to se¢ the unusual and un
thought of usies famillar articles will be put 1o
Uarller will cover her hats with molifs taken from
military uniforms, while Jeanne Lanvin will depend
upon tapestries for garnitores, Frolis and vegetnbiles
are rendered wonderfully attreetive; In fact, thers
seoms to be no artlele that cannot, at the Inclinition
of 4 premlére of a blg establishment, be converted lntw
4 sultable trimming for 4 hat

These fnodel hats are very expensive, Four or five
hundred francs s oot considered at all exorbitant. A
vendense will tell yon that 5006 s merely a hundeed
dolinrs, but the woman buyer reallzes, of course, that
the duty Is sixty-five per cenl, and to this must bo
ndded Interest, forelgn expenses, hoxing, shipping and
Insurance, which will bring the hat ap to almost 200
when It reaches her department

Therefare ¢very French hat hronght into her Je
partment means a real loss, for [t wounld be [nipos=ible
to se¢ll It ut even the cost price

But models must be purchnsed, ns no mfllnery de
partment sould he eomplete withont Ite French ool
lection; moreover, these hats must serve as the in-
spirntion for the workrooms, where they are copled
nad modifed until thele deslgner wonld not recognize
thelr relntion=hip to the origion! models

Blg unmes are what the woamnn bnrer i after
They show up weli In the advertizssments and they
deaw the eustomers. The little milliner In a slde roe
or an oot of the way avenune mny hie n genlus anid her
hatz masterpleces, but until she hns recejvod the
stamp of approval of the fashlopavie world she does
not exi=t far the woman buver

After the womnn buyer hins decided on heor model
hats and shipped them she makes n “finlshing up™
tour, riuslilng from one end of Parls to the other, from
the Quertfer Lotin to Montmarire: from Place de la
Répmblique 1o the Porte Maillor: through narrow s
sapewnys and up endless fights of stalrs, gnthering
bits of lnce, pleces of straw, a partiooinr tassel or n
ribbon rose.  Then she §s ready to sall for home

Her friends have been eqnaliy buss and have
senrehed not only In Parls but through the markets
uf Europe for their noveltles, and sll work with untie
Ing vigorgrying to Ainish up and get back for openings
urid exhibitions.

The Hogerle buyer has jJust returned from St Gol-
len. The cheap Jewelry buyer s back from Berlin,
and the milllnery buyer herself has taken o Aving trip
to Vienna and Berlin for cheap fowers and blwked
bifs. Dt before departing they assemble In Parls
again nnd each holds her audlence spellbound with the
story of what she intends 1o buy for her personal use,

The milinery buyer 15 appealed to upun the subject
of new hats, for every glrl wauts to take home at least

fwo.

The lingerie buyer hns purchased some lovely com-
Binatlons, hand embroldersd amd so close Otting that
the tightest skirt can be worn without a lne or wrinkle
whowing  Every oge decldes that she must hgve gev-
ernl of this garment. They huve probahly bought a
fresh supply on the Ingt trip, but, eager for the newest,
wiil tralned 1o regard the last wond upon everythivg
Yarminlng to dress ns desirable, they caleulate that
the present supply cun be pagsed on to a younger
slstor

The oheap Jowelry buyer knows of a snspended pearl
pendpnt an exact copy of one ot Bowcneron’s, of the
Rue de ln Pnix. and the perfume buver waxes eloguent
over a dellelous perfume or o fuce powder uever
fquailed

Some one mentlonz sllk stockings and knows wlere
they vau be hought at & bargain.  Handkerchlefs. of
the finest linen, gloves by the dozen, all the lttle
fccessories are discossed and arraRogements made (0
purchuse them.

This Is the time when the woman buyer replenishes
her wardrobe, aoud nlthough she may know full well
that she hus come over with n fiem Intention to cur
tilll #xpenses and ls awgre that her account from a
grevions trip has not been fully settled she will
Plunge with the others

They plle Into n taxl, loughing and untroubled! a8
though the question of dollars and conts had po place
0 thelr Ives  When they select nnd buy for them-
selves one would think that they were finnoclally
backed by the Crodic Lyonnals, Should ope hesitate,
the athers urge ber on. ‘I'he corset buyer may realize
thitt she will bave no need for n dinner gown or au
evening gown, koowlng that when it roachos New
York she spends her evening In a Bronx fat: still she
will have it If the cheap Jewelry buver orders &
gown lo blue ghe has it doplicated in piok.

The millinery buser indulges fn w rufed whire
shdrt walst aod a serge walking sult, althongh sbe can
wedr only chiffon gowns and watched hlouses, while
the llngerie buyer, whose stock In trade lles In her
appearance In the newest and dalntiest of wash
blouses, rashly selects n gown with g tralling skirt
suitable only for a showroom floor and totally im:
possible within the eoufines of her department. '

They pluuge nlso In the matter of presents, although
they bave secretly sworn that never uguln would they
be gullty of I With half yewrly erips abroad the
cost of bringlng back suitable gifts s snormous

Time for going home arcives. The merchaodise pur-
chnsed 15 already on the water aud the woman buyer
ust follow uu u fust steamer, for it will be out of
the Customn House by the time she lands, and It
sl be marked, explolted sod got o readiness for
the opening. .

If fortune fayors her she will find one or more
women buyers on her steamer. hut more often each
wnst go her separate wny., The millinery buyer may
go to London for tallored hats and cateh her bont &t

Sauthninjpron, Anotber goss to Germany and even
tually emlirks from Hamburg, A third takes a boat
lenving Huvre, and stiil anotber must finlsh up b
Ttaly nod =ail home by way of Genoa or Naples

They wish one unother godspeed. Then come the
telious ocean trip nnd the worrses of the anticipated
*enson, with the knowledge thiut she hias spent more
money on her personal purchnses thin she can afford
and must prepare herself when rhe boat docks to meat,

Wk peehenmmr the snstames man

He Ix ever ready for
Ae wil




